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D o c um en t s  f ro m  t w o  B r it s  m is s in g  in  E n g l is h  C h an n e l  p lan e

c ras h  w as h  u p  o n  b eac h

A  F re nc h  p ub lic  p ro s e c uto r  ha s  s a id  t ha t  o f f ic ia l d o cum ent s  b e lo ng ing  to  t w o  B r it s  m is s ing

f ro m  a  lig ht  p lane  c ra s h  in  t he  E ng lis h  C hanne l have  b een  f o und  o n  a  b ea c h
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O ffic ial do cuments  be lo nging to  two  B rit is h nat io nals  invo lved  in a light  p lane  c rash in the

E nglis h C hanne l have  washed  up on a beach in France .
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B oulo gne  public  pro secuto r G uirec  Le  B ras  has  confirmed  that  the  papers  be lo nged  to  tho se

o n board  the  P iper PA- 28 , which w e nt  do w n las t  Sat urday .

T he  pilo t  and  passenger –  who  have  no t  been id ent if ied  –  were  on a t rip to  the  French seas ide

reso rt  o f  Le  To uquet  o rganised  by the  South W arwickshire  F lying Schoo l, befo re  coming down

in an April snows to rm .

"T he  o ffic ial do cuments  that  have  been fo und  make  it  po ss ible  to  make  a link with the  people  on

the  plane  which d isappeared  in B rit is h waters ," said  Mr Le  B ras .

He  said  that  the  do cuments  were  fo und  on the  beach at  E quihen-P lage , jus t  no rth o f  Le

Touquet , by a lo cal walker on Wednesday.

P ap e rs  f ro m  t w o  B r it is h  na t io na ls  invo lve d  in  t he  p la ne  c ra s h  have  w as he d  up  o n  a  F re nc h
b e a c h ( Image : AF P  via  G e tty Image s )

T hey will be  handed  over to  air acc ident  inves t igato rs , and  to  the  B rit is h autho rit ies , Mr Le  B ras

added .

Asked  if  any debris  from  the  plane  had  been fo und , Mr Le  B ras  said  no .

It  was  las t  Saturday morning that  the  plane  le f t  Wellesbourne  –  the  home  airfie ld  o f  the  South

W arwickshire  F lying Schoo l –  alo ng with f ive  o ther planes .

W ithin two  hours , they hit  a snows to rm  over the  E nglis h C hanne l, and  the  P iper d isappeared

into  the  freez ing sea be low .
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T he  search fo r tho se  on board  went  on fo r two  days  befo re  be ing called  o ff  by the  French

autho rit ies  after no  wreckage  was  fo und .

"All o f  the  planes  from  E ngland  were  confro nted  with a very large  c lo ud  o f  snow  in freez ing co ld

w e at he r ," said  an inves t igat ing so urce  in France .

T he  p ilo t  and  p a s s e ng e r  o n  t he  P ip e r  PA - 2 8  have  no t  ye t  b e e n  id e nt if ie d  ( s to c k  im a g e ) ( 

Image : Alamy)

"It  caused  some  o f  the  planes  to  turn aro und , while  o thers  z ig zagged  in the  hope  o f  get t ing

ro und  it .

"T he  P iper went  s t raight  in , and  this  may well have  caused  the  crash . If  the  survivo rs  had

managed  to  get  out  o f  the  sunken plane , survival t ime  in the  water be low  would  have  been very

sho rt ."

T he  s t ric ken plane  -  regis t rat io n number G - E G VA  –  was  owned  by part  t ime  F lying Ins t ruc to r

G uy W ake ley, 51 , who  is  also  a well- known f inanc ial services  bo ss .

Mr W ake ley, non- execut ive  d irec to r at  C it y o f  Lo ndon equit y inves tment  company HgC apital

Trus t  plc , was  no t  on the  t rip to  Le  To uquet .

R odney G aliffe , the  Managing D irec to r o f  the  South W arwickshire  F lying Schoo l, confirmed  that

acc ident  inves t igato rs  were  in Wellesbourne , as  they cont inued  with the ir enquiry.

B rit is h C oas tguard  o riginally launched  an operat io n suppo rted  by French airc raft  and  boats

when the  same  plane  went  down in the  C hanne l.
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F light  reco rds  show  that  that  the  P iper PA- 28R - 200  C hero kee  Arrow  II –  which was  built  in 1976

–  had  le f t  Wellesbourne  at  7 .56am  on Saturday and  went  o ff  radar over the  C hanne l within two

hours .

T he  P iper has  been in product io n s ince  1960  and  vario us  models  have  been invo lved  in a number

o f  high-pro file  acc idents  in that  t ime .

In Augus t  197 2, Prince  W illiam  o f  G lo uces ter, the  Q ueen's  cous in , was  killed  alo ng with his  co -

pilo t  in a P iper C hero kee  Arrow  after crashing on take- o ff  from  Halfpenny G reen , near

W o lverhampto n , during an air race .

R E A D  M O R E

R E A D  M O R E

P lane  c rashe s  int o  E ng lis h  C hanne l as  re sc ue  m is s io n  se e k s  t w o  m is s ing  Brit s

A ir  Franc e  Bo e ing  7 7 7  'w e nt  nut s '  and  be c am e  'unre spo ns ive  t o  p ilo t  c o mmands '
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